
This action is to adopt the federal highway functional reclassification of road segments in 
the Antelope Valley and Santa Clarita Valley within the unincorporated area of the County 
of Los Angeles.

SUBJECT

May 18, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

FEDERAL HIGHWAY FUNCTIONAL RECLASSIFICATION OF
ROADS IN THE ANTELOPE VALLEY AND SANTA CLARITA VALLEY 

WITHIN UNINCORPORATED COUNTY AREA
(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 5)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

Adopt the enclosed resolution requesting the change in the functional classification from Minor 
Collectors and Local Roads to Major Collectors or Minor Arterials for the road segments listed in the 
enclosed Exhibit A - Functional Classification Change Forms, which are located in the 
unincorporated Antelope Valley and Santa Clarita Valley areas of the County of 
Los Angeles.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1973 requires the use of a functional highway classification process 
to update and modify the Federal-aid Highway System.  Functional classification is the process by 
which roads, streets, and highways are grouped into classes or systems according to the type of 
service they are intended to provide.  In rural areas, minor collectors provide service to smaller 
communities and link them with their rural neighbors.  Major collectors are used for intra-County 
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travel on larger corridors and link smaller communities to larger towns or to the arterial network of 
highways.  Minor arterials provide for inter-County or interstate travel and linkage to cities.  Federal 
transportation programs permit the use of federal funds on streets and roads provided that they are 
functionally classified as major collectors, minor arterials, or higher.

Several road segments in the Antelope Valley and Santa Clarita Valley areas of the County of Los 
Angeles (County) are currently functionally classified as minor collectors; these functional 
classifications are out of date.  Over time, as development of the area has occurred, vehicular traffic 
on these roadways has increased.  These segments consist of the continuation of roadways already 
classified as major collectors,  and/or vehicle connectivity to a major collector.  In addition, some 
roads provide access to vehicular generators such as parks, schools, and airport facilities (Agua 
Dulce Airport, Edwards Air Force Base, and the proposed Palmdale International Airport).  These 
roads are currently designated as major or secondary highways in the Los Angeles County Highway 
Plan prepared by the County Department of Regional Planning as part of the County General Plan.

As part of the application for change in the functional classification of these roads, the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) requires the governing board of a local agency to adopt a resolution 
requesting this change.  The enclosed resolution has been prepared to comply with this requirement. 
After the resolution is adopted, the resolution and the Functional Classification Change Form will be 
submitted to the State of California Department of Transportation who will review and submit to 
FHWA for approval. 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provisions of Operational Effectiveness (Goal 1) and 
Community and Municipal Services (Goal 3) by providing funding for future road improvements.  The 
changes in the functional classification shown on Exhibit A road segments will allow these roads to 
become eligible for funding under various federal transportation grant programs.  

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The change in the functional classification of these roads will have no impact on the County General 
Fund.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

As required by the State of California Department of Transportation, the Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority concurred with the requested change in the functional 
classification on April 6, 2010.

The enclosed resolution has been reviewed and approved as to form by County Counsel.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The adoption of the enclosed resolution and the requested change in the functional reclassification 
of these County roads do not constitute a project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality 
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Act as provided in Section 21065 of the Public Resources Code and Section 307 of the County's 
Environmental Document Reporting Procedures and Guidelines.  

An environmental review will be conducted for any future improvement projects proposed on these 
roads, and the appropriate environmental finding will be submitted to the Board for adoption.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The change in the functional classification will enable access to grants from various federal 
transportation programs for future improvement projects on these roads. 

CONCLUSION

Please return two adopted copies of this letter and two copies of the resolution to the Department of 
Public Works, Design Division.

Respectfully submitted,

GAIL FARBER

Director

GF:SK:dc

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Office (Lari Sheehan)
County Counsel
Executive Office
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA,

REQUESTING THE CHANGE IN FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION OF
SEVERAL ROADS IN THE ANTELOPE VALLEY AND SANTA CLARITA VALLEY

AS MAJOR COLLECTORS OR MINOR ARTERIALS

WHEREAS, the roads listed in the Functional Classification Change Forms
(enclosed) are classified as minor collectors or local roads within the unincorporated
areas of the County of Los Angeles; and

WHEREAS, the County of Los Angeles has determined that these roads meet
the Federal Highway Administration Guidelines for functional classification as Major
Collectors and/or Minor Arterials; and

WHEREAS, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Agency, has
concurred with the change in the functional classification of these roads to Major
Collectors or Minor Arterials; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Administration, which administers Federal
transportation funds, through the State of California Department of Transportation,
requires that a resolution be approved by the governing body of a local agency that
requests the change in the functional classification;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED, that the Board of
Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles hereby request the change in the functional
classification from Minor Collectors and Local roads to Major Collectors or Minor
Arterials of the roads listed in the enclosed Functional Classification Change Forms.
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